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WASHINGTON — Former President 
Gerald R. Ford acknowledged for the 
first time yesterday that the FBI 
and CIA withheld information from 
him and other members of the War- 
ren Commission. 

But he insisted, in testimony be- 
fore the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations, that the information 
would not have changed the basic 
course of the commission’s investiga- 
tion or its primary conclusion— that 
Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, 
killed President John F. Kennedy. 

“I, had the feeling that we were 
getting full information from all the 
agencies, including the CIA and 
FBI,” Ford recalled. “Obviously 
there was information not given to 
us. . . . Why, I frankly don’t know.” 

Nevertheless, he added’ if the com- 
mission had known information that 
has since been uncovered, “I don’t 
think the course of the investigation 
would have changed. ... I don’t 
(See FORD on 10-A) 
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think the conclusion would have been 
altered.” 

Ford denied that he had been an 
informant for the FBI about the 



to kill Cuban leader Fidel Castro or 
that the FBI had disciplined 17 
agents for withholding information 
from the commission and other agen- 

; c i es - 

Had the commission known those 
| things. Ford said, it might have ex- 
: tended its investigation slightly, “but 
: from what I’ve known and have 
. heard, I don’t think these things, in 
! and of themselves, would have 
j changed the course or the conclu- 
i sions.” 

f Committee member Samuel Devine 
■ Ohio) noted that during the or- 
ganizational stages of the commis- 
sion, when Ford and other members 
were dissatisfied with the late Chief 
Justice Earl Warren’s choice of a 
staff member. Ford twice met in his 
congressional office with Cartha De- 



commission’s closed-door meetings. 

The former president was called 
as a witness, along with the only 
other two surviving commission 
members, banker John J. McCloy 
and former Sen. John Sherman 
Cooper fR., Kv.), as part of the 
cmmmittee’s efforts to learn how 
the commissiion went about its nine- 
month investigation of the slaying 
of Kennedy in Dallas on Nov. 22 
1963. 

Critics of the commission and its 
conclusions have suggested that it 
was undulv influenced bv the FBI 
and the CIA, both of which allegedly 
were eager to cover up their rela- 
tionships with Oswald. Critics also 
have charged that the commission, j 
without investigation, accepted the 
FBI’s conclusions and that President 
Lyndon B. Johnson pressured the 
commission to finish its work too 
qnicklv. 

Ford was given a “welcome 
home’’ by Louis Stokes fD., Ohio), 
committee chairman. The former 
president testified in a hearing room 
down the hall from the office he had 
for 16 years as a Michigan congress- 
man. 

Aided by counsel 

Ford, who was 'aided bv former 
commission counsel David Belm, ac- 
knowledged under questioning that he 
did not know during the commission’s 
proceedings that Oswald, the dav be- 
fore the assassination, had sent the 
Dallas FBI office an angry note, 
since destroyed, protesting alleged 
FBI harassment. 

He said he also did not know then 
that the CIA once considered recruit- 
ing Oswald, that the CIA and. leaders 
of organized crime had been trying 



Loach, then a top aide to FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edgar Hoover. 

In one of his memoranda on those 
meetings, DeLoach noted that “Ford 
indicated he would keep me thor- 
oughly advised as to the activities of 
the commission ... on a confidential 
basis.” 

Ford said he and DeLoach had 
been friends and that he had met 
with DeLoach to seek his advice and 
help during the course of the investi- 
gation. Ford said that he could recall 
no further contact with DeLoagh 
after the commission began its 
closed-door investigation. 

Did not continue 

Ford did not directly deny De- 
Loach's assertion. He merelv said 
that “to the best of mv re-oHectmu, 
the relationship mentioned bv De- 
L"enh .did not continue.” > 

Ford vigorouslv denied thai the 
commission was hurried bv oumiap 
pressures or that it was too heavily 
influenced bv the FBI. 

“I would fullv understand the con- 
cern of the White House for some 
early resolution of whatever the 
Warren Commission was to decide.” 
Ford said. “And I could understand 
wbv others would have wanted some 
statement from the commission at 
the earliest possible date. But there 
was nothin* 7 t’mt came from anv 
agency to hurrv the Warren Com. 
mis r inn decision in an incomplete 

wav.” j 

He added that “we we r e not cap- 
tives of, but we utilized” the FRT, 
jthe CIA and other agencies. “Their 
(conclusions did not determine the 
conclusions of the commission.” 

Ford acknowledged that public 
confidence in the commission’s con- 
clusions had declined. He attribute^ 
that to natural public cwnicism. and 
to the fact' that mort persons have 
not read the commission’s final rp. 
port or its 26 volumes of pvid on/>p | 
u e also blamed “cdfics wh n hnvo 
deliberately misstated or omitfoii j 
facts.” 

Ford. looking tanner! an*t bpaifw 
and far younger than his 63 "ears, 
had no advice to offer on the pre- 
tection of future presidents, al- 
though he noted he had been the 
target of two assassination at- 
tempts. 

Devine said: “I’m glad you es- 
caped with your hide.” 

Ford replied: “A pretty healthy 
hide. I’m glad they missed.” j 




